
Vol. 61   No,  12          Upcoming Events!

December 3 – First Sunday Fellowship following morning services.  Evening services will be at 1:00.  Bring your favorite foods & join in the fun.
December 14—Stapling session for materials being sent to Africa, 9:00 a.m. at the church building.  Everyone is welcome to attend & help!
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Ladies, you are invited to a Brunch & Ornament Exchange on Sat., Dec. 2nd, 10:00 a.m., in Rm. 14 at the church building. Bring an ornament to exchange.


on Tuesday, December 12th, at 11:30 a.m. at the church building. There is a sign-up sheet on bulletin board in the foyer.  Bring a gift to exchange & table games to play after clean-up.
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Congratulations to Matthew &               Crystal Becerra on the arrival of Thomas Francisco on December 1, weighing 6 lbs., 7 oz., 19.5” long.  Proud grandparents are Nick & Sally Becerra.  Great-grandmother is the late Norma Dalton.
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Ricky Cooper

19036 FM 905

Pattonville, TX 75468

Phone 903-739-5606

Ricky, you are in our prayers!

Scripture Reading Plan for December 2023
December 5


Hosea 1, 1, 2 
December 6


Hosea 1, 2, 3
December 7


Hosea 2, 3, 4
December 8


Hosea 3, 4, 5
December 12

Hosea 4, 5, 6
December 13

Hosea 5, 6, 7
December 14

Hosea 6, 7, 8
December 15

Hosea 7, 8, 9
December 19

Hosea 8, 9, 10
December 20

Hosea 9, 10, 11
December 21

Hosea 10, 11, 12
December 26

Hosea 11, 12, 13
December 27

Hosea 12, 13, 14
December 28 

Hosea 13, 14, 14
Questions:
1) Who was Hosea, according to verse one of this book?
2) How did Hosea feel about Gomer, according to these verses of this book?
3) What commands did the Lord give Hosea in verse one of this book?
4) What charge did God bring against Israel in the first two verses of this book?
5) Who was God’s pronouncement of guilt addressed to in these first five verses?
6) How would a penitent Israel respond to the Lord, according to verses one through three?
7) What had happened to Israel’s kings in verses six and seven of this book?
8) How did God’s people show that they had forgotten Him in verses one through fourteen?
9) How was Israel’s hostility punished, according to verses one through nine?
10) What was at the heart of affluent Israel’s religion, according to these verses?
11) How did God express His love for Israel in these first four verses?
12) What lessons from history did God mention in these verses?
December 2023
	Sunday Morning
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Scripture
	SEE
	NOLAN
	BUTLER !
	
	

	Read by
	Travis Ball
	Wylie Dykes
	Eddie Don Pickering
	Jonas Butler
	Michael Fry

	Opening Prayer
	Rick Zant
	Michael Fry
	Bobby Graves
	Tim Parks
	Rick Zant

	Song Leader
	Mike Whitten
	Stephen Arnold
	Paul Payne
	Wylie Dykes
	Grayson Path

	Announcements
	Rick Zant
	Michael Fry
	Bobby Graves
	Tim Parks
	Rick Zant

	Lord’s Supper
	Chad Graves

	
	Mark Arnold

	
	Billy Fergurson

	
	Eli Grose

	
	

	
	

	Closing Prayer
	Bradley Cochran
	Dalton Phillips
	Mike Crews
	Cody Dykes
	Craig Zant

	Usher
	John Nash

	Comm. Prep.
	Craig & Anita Zant

	Sound Board
	Tim Parks

	Sunday Evening
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Opening Prayer
	Charlie Hodgkiss
	Paul Payne
	Kerry Dykes
	James Weems
	Joe Carpenter

	Closing Prayer
	Stephen Arnold
	Grayson Path
	Ricky Cooper
	Mike Whitten
	Bill Sanders

	

	Wednesday
	6
	13
	20
	27
	

	Devotional
	Bobby Graves
	Grayson Path
	Bill Sanders
	Michael Fry
	

	Week of
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Bus Driver
	Dale Perry
	Tim Parks
	James Weems
	Ashley Grose
	Sheri Arnold

	
	
	
	
	
	


Please remember these in your prayers:   Cristy Brazeal, our brethren in Mexico, Sharon Mills, Donna Moseley, Martha Fox, Lee Spencer (Harvey Spencer’s father), Lois Parker (Sheri Arnold’s grandmother), Travis Palmer, Dene Cochran, Cindy McGee, Buddy & Barbara Taylor, Jim Hodges, Whiz Creighton, Matthew &  Crystal Becerra, Patsy Keck, Jim Montgomery.


December Birthdays
2 – Karen Harvey
11 – Haley Boyett
15 – John Nash
15 – Kotton Perry

21 – Jean Perry
21 – Betty Robbins
26 – C.J. Weems
29 – Laura Graves

29 – Caitlyn Arnold

December Anniversaries

5 – Jordan & Heather Brown

14 – Billy & Brenda Rodgers
17 – Jimmy & Cindy McGee
22 – Rick & Lynda Zant
26 – Paul & Ophelia Payne

31 – Ken & Betty Robbins
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Sunday 

                                Bible Study                                           9:00am

Worship
                                 10:00am                
Worship
                                   1:00pm        KPLT Radio Program  96.3 FM            9:00am        

Wednesday              
 Bible Study
                                  6:00pm               
Elders               Michael Fry
   903-517-3506
            Bobby Graves      903-517-1669
            Tim Parks             903-517-7527
                         Rick Zant             903-785-2381 
Website:  www.collegechurchofchristparis.com

College Caller

A bulletin of the College church of Christ
1030 24th SE, Paris, TX   75460  (903) 785-2170
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 1426, Paris, TX 75461-1426
Will You Enter the Promised Land?

From the time that Israel arrived at Mount Sinai, God started making promises to them that He repeated for the next 40 years.  Many of those promises centered around the land that was promised to Abraham and how God was going to give it to Israel.  Regarding the vile, sinful inhabitants of the land, God time after time promised Israel, “I will…drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you…I will drive them out from before you…For I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you” (Ex. 23:27-31).  A year later, God promised, “I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite” (Ex. 33:2).  Forty years later, the Lord still promised, “The Lord your God will drive out those nations before you…He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites” (Deut. 7:22; Josh. 3:10).

So, why is it, when we turn to read about the conquest of the land that we repeatedly read statements like the following?  “The children of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maachathites…the children of Judah could not drive them out…they did not drive out the Canaanites…they could not drive out the inhabitants of the lowland…Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites…Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants…Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites…Nor did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants…Nor did Asher drive out the inhabitants…Nor did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants…” (Josh. 13:13; 15:63; 16:10; Judg. 1:19-36).

What happened?  Why didn’t God keep His promise and drive out all of these inhabitants as He said He would?  God specifically said, “I will never break My covenant with you” (Judg. 2:1).  Read that again.  Throughout the forty years leading up to the conquest of Canaan, God had repeatedly warned Israel, “You shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land” (Judg. 2:2; cf. Ex. 23:32; 34:12-17; Deut. 7:2).  Keep reading Judges 2:2 where God says, “But you have not obeyed My voice.  Why have you done this?” 

God’s promises are always conditional.  He promised over and over to drive out the evil inhabitants of the land, but those promises were conditioned upon Israel completely driving those inhabitants out and not being led astray from the Lord by them (Ex. 23:32-33; 34:12-17; Deut. 4:23-31).  When Israel violated the covenant, God was not obligated to fulfill His promises.  Think about that for us today.  God has promised salvation and eternal life to us repeatedly, yet those promises are conditioned upon our obedience (Heb. 5:8-9; Matt. 7:21-23).  May God help us to learn from Israel and obey our God, so that we can possess our Promised Land in heaven.







--David Sproule[image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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